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The people emerged into a misty valley, the fog so 
ǘƘƛŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
fires in the four directions 

  

The people had to make a decision, so they chose 
the red fire of the North which warmed the people 
and enabled the plants to grow, teaching the 
people to respect all the elements of nature. 
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Should the people fail in their respect for nature 
and neglect the ceremonials, the people would 
disappear from the land and it would fall beneath 
the water of the ocean. 

  

This is where I grew up. 
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This is my lake ς Lake Cumberland. 

  

This is where my grandfather and I went fishing. 
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Typical Cherokee village from Cherokee Nation 
Museum, Cherokee, North Carolina. 

  
 

Painting of the 3 Cherokee leaders who visited 
England in 1730. 
 

http://www.sitemason.com/files/bZzAE8/chermissvill.JPG
http://www.sitemason.com/files/eaVo0E/cherokee2.JPG
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Cherokee method of fishing using a stick 

  

¢ƘŜ ά¢Ǌŀƛƭ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀǘƘέ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ ǘƻ 
Oklahoma 
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John Ross, Chief of the Cherokee Nation during the 
Trail of Tears 

 

    
 

 

  

Green Corn Ceremony 
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Cherokee Home. 
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Photo of Cherokee people in Kentucky taken from 
the North Carolina collection of Cherokee Cultural 
Archives. 

  

This is where my father came from.  He and my mother met while he was 
in the U.S. Air Force, stationed in Kentucky.  They met at a USO dance. 
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This is the church in the town where my father 
grew up. 

  

DŜƴŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ LΩƳ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
prairies. 



2/20/2011 

12 

  

So are they!  Please see the story of Jumping 
Mouse in Coyote Medicine for more details. 

  

This topology is just down the road. 
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Sunset in South Dakota. 

  

Wounded Knee, South Dakota. 
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Jingle Dance at the Oglala Pow Wow on Pine Ridge 
Reservation 2006. 

  

How to keep lunch fresh around Wounded Knee! 
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The Prairie around Wounded Knee. 

  

The Wounded Knee Memorial 
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 Dr. Charles Alexander Eastman (Sioux: Ohiyesa, 
(pronounced Oh hee' yay suh), February 19, 1858 - 
January 8, 1939) was a Native American author, 
physician and reformer. He was active in politics 
and helped found the Boy Scouts of America. 

 Adam Beach portraying Dr. Charles Eastman in the 
HBO movie, Bury My Heart a t Wounded Knee. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0b/Charles_eastman_smithsonian_gn_03462a.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sioux
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/February_19
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1858
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/January_8
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1939
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boy_Scouts_of_America
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Mehl-Madrona, 2010 

What is Narrative? 

Action from a beginning to an end. 

Embodied in location and in characters. 

Conveying a meaning or message (what is the 
point of the story?). 

Conveys values and emotion. 

Plausible and engaging to an audience for a 
purpose. 

Roland Barthes 

άbŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀƎŜΣ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
place, in every society; it begins with the very 

history of mankind and nowhere has there 
been a people without narrativeΦέ  

ά!ƭƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ all human groups, have their 
narratives, enjoyment of which is very often 

shared by men with different, even opposing, 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦέ 
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Raymond Mar, Ph.D. 

Stories are used extensively for 
human communication; both the 
comprehension and production of 
oral and written narratives 
constitute a fundamental  

part of our experience. 

Jerome Bruner, PhD and  
M. Turner, PhD 

άNarrative organizes not just memory, but 
the whole of human experienceτnot just the 
ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ 

ǳƴŦƻƭŘǎΦέ   

άNarrative constructs our notion of reality; 
the experience of life takes on meaning when 
ǿŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 
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AI Scientist Roger Schank: 

Å To be without stories means to be 
without memories, which means 
something like being without a self. 

Kay Young, Ph.D. and  
Jeffrey L. Saver, M.D. 

The storytelling we experience as an event in 
life can lose its appearance as narrative by 
virtue of its integration in life.  

We are so used to having conversations that 
function as stories that we pay little attention 
to their nature. 
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The core mystery in the psychology of 
language is: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

How we compose narratives by blending 

an infinite variety of impressions with a 

sense of agencyðof actors doing things 

with purpose and emotion, seeking and 

evaluating goals in a world of territories,  

places, objects and  

natural events, as well as 

 animals and people  

(Turner, 1996; 

Fauconnier, 2003).  

MacIntyre, Vygotsky, Trevarthan: 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

ñThrough the hearing and telling 

of stories, children learn what a 

child and what a parent is, who 

populates the world around them 

and what the ways of the world 

are.ò 
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Trevarthan (2001): 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

ñBody-mapping mechanisms emerge in 

the embryo CNS, before peripheral 

sensory and motor nerves connect the 

brain to the body receptors and muscles, 

and core brain systems exercize a 

primary influence over the formation of 

the cerebral  

cortex in the  

fetus.ò 

Trevarthan (2001): 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

ñIntercellular communication 

regulated by gene expression 

forms systems in the fetal brain 

that will 'mirror' other persons' 

actions in 

the infant.ò 
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Trevarthan (2001): 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Aminergic neural regulators of internal 

physiological state and of brain 

morphogenesis in utero are identical with 

the Intrinsic Motive Formation and 

Emotional Motor System that shape and 

pace both expressions of communication 

and the experience- 

dependent 

elaboration of  

cognitive systems  

post-natally. 

Trevarthan (2001): 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

A neural mechanism adapted for 

cognitive assimilation of socio-

emotional information 'brain-to-

brain', and for transmitting 

knowledge and skills in 

a cultural context,  

is laid down prenatally. 


